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FOREWORD 



We have evidence of the existence of museums and picture galleries in India from 
the earliest times. The temple in a village was often a miniature museum of arts and 
crafts, and created in the public a taste for music and dance, sculpture and painting, 
wood work and ivory carvings, textiles and metal work. Apart from temples, kings 
who were liberal patrons of arts often organised private as well as public museums and 
galleries. The epics speak of Chitrasalas and Viswakarma Mandiras which were 
centres of recreation as well as education and culture. 

The tradition of ancient India was continued during the middle ages. As king- 
doms grew into empires and the number of noblemen increased, there were, in 
addition to royal galleries and museums, large and precious collections by wealthy 
connoisseurs of art. Sometimes these collections were built out of war trophies 
from defeated realms. Sometimes they were the result of acquisitions by individuals 
and families of taste. Sometimes they grew out of objects collected by scientists and 
scholars interested in the study of the marvels of the world. Whatever be their origin, 
they served to educate and entertain the public and evoke in them the spirit of ex- 
periment and study. 

It is not surprising that with such background, the modern museum should dev- 
elop in India almost without any perceptible break with the past. The earliest museum 
in the modern sense came into being in 1814 when the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
brought together a collection of geological, botanical , zoological, anthropological and 
archaeological exhibits. Soon were added paintings and textiles and other crafts of 
various types. In course of time, this has grown into the Indian Museum, Calcutta, 
which is perhaps the largest museum in Asia. 

Within five years, a similar museum was planned by the Madras Literary Society. 
By the middle of the century, Bombay had the Victoria and Albert Museum as well 
as the earliest medical museum in Asia. Many of the provincial capitals as well as 
the capitals of Indian States also founded museums so that before the end of the 
century, there were museums in almost every important city of the country. 

Museums have been centres of education and culture from the earliest days. 
With the advent of India as a democratic Republic, they have become even more 
important in our national life. Democracy means every man's participation in 
Government. Unless such participation is based on knowledge and understanding, it 
may do more harm than good. Provision of education for all citizens is therefore one 
of the inescapable duties of the modern State. It has also been recognised that the 
traditional methods of imparting education in schools, colleges and technical institu- 
tions are not enough for the purpose. Such institutions cannot cater for all classes 
of people and for all age groups. The curricula in the schools do not and cannot cover 
all the subjects which the modern citizen must know. Even libraries cannot make 
the impact on the public mind which visual representation in a museum or an art 
gallery can do. The spoken word of the teacher and the written word of the book 
have therefore to be supplemented by audio-visuxl instruments that can c.ter for 
all classes and age groups and cover all fields of knowledge. 
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We must therefore have museums of many types — arts museums, science muse- 
ums, and museums of technology, health and hygiene, agriculture, forestry, industry, 
archaeology, geology, zoology, botany and anthropology. The Department of 
Archaeology has to put up site museums in which the exhibits in important sites can 
be shown. Universities and educational institutions must also have their own muse- 
ums for educating the growing generations in the history of man, the growth of 
science and the development of technology. 

If the museums are to play their proper role in education, some other points 
have to be remembered. Objects must be presented well. Visitors to the museum 
must be served according to their interest and capacity. Presentation means not only 
installation of materials for exhibition but also their organisation and interpretation. 
Success depends on cooperation at all levels between the museums on the one hand . ' 
and students, scholars and the public on the other. In fact, the museum, today is ■ 
not content to wait for the visitors to come to it ; it organizes projections that take its 
content and meaning to the community and thus creates in its members interest in ' 
and the desire to visit museums. By evoking interest and supplying information, 
museums, along with libraries, have become to-day the truest universities of the 
modern age. 

Alarkham and Hargreaves in their Directory gave perhaps for the first time a 
connected account of museums in India. Since then, there have been many changes 
in the country and in spite of partition, which meant the loss of museums now in 
Pakistan, the number of museums in India has increased considerably. In order to 
meet the growing needs of students in India and outside, UNESCO suggested in 
1 95 1 that a new National Director}- of Museums should be brought out. Shri Siva- 
ramamurti, one of our Superintendents of Archaeology, was entrusted with the work 
of preparing a draft and did so with commendable industry and zeal. His text was 
considered by various bodies of experts and has undergone various changes. In its 
final form, the Directory includes particulars in respect of all categories of museums 
in the country and gives an account of their history, growth, scope and facilities as 
they stood on 31st December, 1958. 



. New Delhi ; 
September 12, 1959. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 



As desired by the Director-General, 
U.N.E.S.C.O., the Government of India in 
1952 considered possible ways of carrying out 
the proposals of the International Council of 
Museums for an up-to-date Directory of 
Museums in India to keep the Government 
and the public posted in all details about the 
progress of the museum movement in India. 
As since the publication of the Directory of 
Museums in India by Markham & Hargreaves 
in 1936 the country has been partitioned and 
some of the museums are located in Pakistan 
and as in India itself some museums have been 
closed down and several others sprung up and 
are still coming up while the rest are growing 
apace, the need of this up-to-date Directory 
was keenly felt. On the suggestion of the 
former Ministry of Education for the prepara- 
tion__of this Directory, I was entrusted with 
this task by the Director-General of Archaeo- 
logy in India. 

Originally, it was felt that the Directory 
should be prepared by me as a whole-time 
Officer on Special Duty after visiting all the 
museums personally and collecting the 
information. It was later however decided 
that I should do this work in addition to my 
duties as Superintendent of the Archaeologi- 
cal Section, Indian Museum, Calcutta and 
that the information should be collected by 
correspondence. Consequently, this report 



is not based on personal visits to the different 
museums but is mainly from the information 
gathered by correspondence with the various 
museums in India during the years 1953-55. 
This has now been supplemented by 
additional information giving the latest 
position as on 31st December, 1958. The 
required information has not always arrived 
as expeditiously as would have been desired 
and sometimes it has taken quite a long time 
to get adequate replies. 

I take this opportunity of thanking all the 
officers of the museums of India who have 
co-operated in supplying particulars pertain- 
ing to their museums for this purpose. To 
the Director-General of Archaeology in India 
and the Ministry of Scientific Research and 
Cultural Affairs, I am thankful for facilities 
provided for the preparation of this 
Directory. 

My thanks are due to Shri I. D. Mathur 
who kindly prepared the Index at short 
notice. 



C. SIVARAMAMURTI, 
New Delhi, -Keeper, 
May 6, 1959. National Museum of India. 
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is to be traced to the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
founded by that brilliant scholar Sir William Jones 
in 1784. In 1796, the Society had seriously to con- 
sider the question of suitably housing the man\ 
'curiosities' that accumulated by donations from lime 
to time by members. In 1814, Dr. Wallich, a Danish 
Botanist, strongly urged the Society to establish a 
museum offering his services as Honorary Curator 
and the supply of duplicates from his valuable col- 
lection. The proposal was accepted and the museum 
was established comprising two sections, one of archa- 
eological and ethnological material and the other of 
geological and zoological. The museum grew rapid- 
ly. In 1836, the Society, finding itself financially 
weak, requested the Government for funds and per- 
sisted till in 1839 the Court of Directors of the East 
India Company sanctioned an amount for the main- 
tenance of the museum and also autho' lVrd the Gov- 
ernment of India to make grants from time to time 
for special purposes. 

The museum of Economic Geology at Calcutta, 
opened in 1840, and also at first housed in the So- 
ciety's museum, but later removed elsewhere to the 
premises of the Geological Survey of India, was final- 
ly brought back to the Imperial Museum newly es- 
tablished after protracted negotiations between the 
Society and the Government for housing the geolo- 
gical, zoological and archaeological collections of the 
Society's Museum. This imposing building of ihe 
Indian Museum was ready for occupation in 1875 and 
several later additions to it in the shape of new wings 
gave the required space for additional galleries for 
the Industrial and Art Sections. In 1904, Sir Herbert 
Risley, Chairman of the Trustees, proposed that the 
"STuleum should comprise five sections-geological, 
zoological and ethnological, archaeological, art and 
industrial. 

As early as 1819. efforts for forming a museum had 
been made in Madras and the Madras Literary Socie- 
ty, an auxiliary of the Asiatic Society of London de- 
sired to have a museum of Economic Geology in 
1828. In 1843, the Society requested the Govern- 
ment for the formation of this Museum and the 
Court of Directors of the East India Company agreed 
to the formation of a Central Museum at Madras. In 
1850, Assistant Surgeon Edward Green Balfour offer- 
ed his services as officer-in-charge of the proposed 
museum, and his personal enthusiasm was grearlv 
responsible for the rapid building up of the museum. 
Dr. Balfour encouraged the formation of local muse- 
ums at Bangalore. Tiruchirapalli. Bellarv. Coimba- 
tore, Cuddalore. Ootacamund, Secunderabad and 
Mangalore. Six museums were actually started, but 
all these except the one at Rajahmundrv were closed 
down in 1861. 

In 1851 the Victoria &: Albert Museum was estab- 
lished by Dr. Erskine. 



The oldest Medical Museum in India and Asia, 
the Grant Medical College Museum at Bombay, ori- 
ginated verv soon after the starting of the College 
in 1845 and the oldest catalogue there dates back to 
1850. 

General Collins organised a museum in Trivan- 
tlrum in about 1857. 

The idea of a museum at Bombay originated in 
1848 and the collections got together in connection 
with the great Exhibition at London in 1851 gave 
it an impetus, and in 1857, thanks to the efforts of 
Dr. Buist, a Museum of Economic Products was es- 
tablished. But the outbreak of the mutiny affected 
it as it was hastily taken over for the occupation 
of the military and it. was not till 1871 that the 
present building of the Victoria & Albert Museum 
was made available for its occupation. 

The museums at Luc know and Nagpur we>e es- 
tablished in 1863 and that ot Lahore in the follow- 
ing vear. The Mysore Government Museum ut Ban- 
traioie came into existence in 1865. The \ear 1874 
saw the creation of the Mattnna Museum. The 
next \ear saw the birth of the Museum at Raipur. 
In 1888, the Rajkot Museum was formed and ten 
\cars later the Museum at Srinagar. The founda- 
tion stone of the Baroda Museum was laid in 1887. 

Queen's Jubilee Impetus to Rise of new Museums 

The celebration ot the Jubilee of Queen Victoria 
in 18^* ushered in a new era of the rise of several 
museums not onlv in India, but in other parts of 
the British Empire. Several museums were _ started 
at this time e.g. the Victoria Technical Institute at 
Madias, the Museums at Jaipur, Udaipur, Rajkot, 
Yijavawada, the Victoria Memorial Hall at Calcutta 
and so on. 

Lord Curzon's Efforts 

But the greatest impetus to the development of 
museums in the countn was given during the tune 
of Lord Curzon, who<e interest was in no small 
measure followed up bv the enthusiasm of Sir John 
Marshall, the then Director-General of the Archaeo- 
logical Survey. From 1902, there has been a regular 
sequence of events in the history of museum-building 
•is several site and local museums were established, 
some direrth Irx and several others through the 
encouragement of the Archaeological Smvev. The 
Museums established at Ajmer, Banpada. Chamba, 
Todhpur. Khajuraho, Gwalior, Bijapur and Dacca 
within a space of ten vears. owe their existence to 
the keen interest evinced bv Sir John Marshall, who 
was also responsible for the Archaeological Museums 
• •it Sarnath and other sites and the Cential Asian 
Xntinuities Museum at New Delhi. The Museums 
•it Malda in Bengal. Pagan and Mandalav. at Bija- 
pur in Bombay, in the Taj at Agra, at Dhar and at 
Peshawar were at the instance of Lord Curzon. 
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Though the creation of the Prinre of Wales Muse- 
um at Bnmba\ v;i>, thought of as early as 1904, and 
though with liberal grants secured both from Gov- 
ernment 'ad large-hearted donors like Currimbhoy- 
Ibrahim. ;h: building was completed in 1914, having 
been occupied temporarily by the military hospital 
during the war, it was made available only in .1921 < 
for the • urpose of the museum, which now housed 
the col! tions of the Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Societv, the Anthropological Society, the 
Bombir- Xatural History Societv, the Tata collec- 
tions and die material that had been collected for 
a lone; time bv the Western Circle of the Archaeo- 
logical Survey, y 

Site Museums 

Of the site museums, the one at Sarnath dates 
bade to 1904 and that at Xalanda came into exis- 
tence in 1917. Se\en \ears later a museum sptang 
up at Mohenjo-daro and was followed by other 
museums at Harappa and Taxila in a couple of 
vears. \11 tliese weie the creation of Sir John 
Marshall The Museum at Xagarjunakonda was 
constituted about 17 \ears ago and of eompai :.dvely 
recent date are the site museums at Kondapur in 
Hyderabad, at Hampi and at Amaravati. In 1952, 
the Department of Archaeology of Hyderabad State 
collected several fine sculptures and arranged them 
in a Mnnrltipp at Alampur and this is a site museum 
now run bv the Go\emment of Andhra Pradesh. 
The open-air Museum at Khajuraho was recently 
taken over bv the Central Department of Archaeo- 
logy. A new addition to the site Museums is the 
one at Bodh-Gava under the Central Archaeological 
Department; it tame into existence in th1* wake 
of the Buddha javanti celebrations towards the end 
of 19">f). But the latest of this tvpe of Museum is 
of Tipu's Relics at Seringapalam. at present being 
organised h\ the Department of Archaeology. 

Other State Museums 

Se\eial State Governments established a number 
of museums with collections brought together by 
their lespecthe departments. Thus came into being 
tlie Museums of Indore. Hyderabad, Himatnagar, 
| imnag.'r. Kolh.ipur. Padmanabhapuram. Refa (now 
Xowgongi. between the yeais 1921 and 1917. 

Museums Supported by Municipal Corporation 

The keen inteiest evinced by the Municipal Cor- 
porations of certain towns and cities accounts for the 
origin and giowth of certain Museums that ?re 
famous for their collections and their remarkable 
growth. One such, is the- Prince of Wales Museum 
in Bombay The Corporation of Bombay has been 
so generous as to foster another important Museum, 
the Victoria X; Albeit Museum. The Allahabad 
Museum. whi< h has a rich <ollection and has now 
moved into a fine building of its own. is maintained 
bv the Municipality of Allahabad. The Poona City 
Municipality (retributes Iiberalh to maintain the 
Lord Reay Maharashtra Industrial Museum that 
it practical!) revivified in 1929. Another Municipal 



Museum at Calcutta, originally an Industrial Museum 
is now a Health Museum. Another such Health 
Museum is that of the Baroda Municipality. The 
Municipal Corporation of Ahmedabad has set an 
example tor the whole country, by creating a Muse- 
um housed in an ideal building specially planned 
for the purpose and completed only two years ago. 
These are just a few outstanding examples of Muni- 
cipalities that have evinced interest in museums as 
institutions of visual education. 

Museums Sponsored by Societies and Individuals 

The enthusiasm ol societies and even individuals 
accounts tor the springing up of several museums in 
addition to those mentioned above. The Museum 
of the Bharat Itihasa Samsodhaka Mandal at Poona 
is of this category. It is the museum of the Kama- 
rupa Anusandhan Samiti of Gauhati. that lias ulti- 
mately developed into a provincial museum. It is 
interesting that a Historical Society of a College 
could build up the nucleus of the provincial museum, 
but this is what has happened for the Provincial 
Museum of Orissa at Bhuvarreshwar is composed of 
the material from the Museum of the Historical 
Societv of the Ravenshaw College. The Bangiya 
Sahitya Parishad Museum opened in 19 10 is also of 
this type, as it owes its origin to the enthusiasm of 
the Society. 

The museum of the Varendra Research Society is 
due to the indefatigable efforts of Kumar Saratkumar 
Rav of Dighapativa. It occupied its nresent building 
in 1919. 

Through the efforts of Rai Krishnadasa. the Bharat 
Kala Bhavan, a fine museum of .vt. was established 
in 1919 at Banaras. The Municipal Museum at Alla- 
habad owes a debt of gratitude to the enthusiasm 
and the collections made by Rai Bahadur B. M. 
V\as. The Museum at Madanapalle in the Theoso- 
phical College owes its existence to the personal col- 
lections of Dr. J. H. Cousins. Similarly the Museum 
of the Indian Historical Research Institute in St. 
Xavier's College owes its material to the effoits of 
Rev. H. Heras, S. [. 

University Museums 

Though a museum with material from the Stale 
Department ol Auhueology but attached to the Uni- 
versity was made possible at Mysore (where for a long 
time the Director of Archaeological Researches was in 
charge of it) it was actually at Calcutta that the first 
full-fledged Univeisitj Museum came into existence, 
and was named after that great patron .of learning 
and culture— Sir Asutosh Mookcrjee. This Asutosh 
Museum of the Calcutta University has created a 
spirit of emulation through which similar museums 
are springing up in other Universities. Thus, in the 
Allahabad University there is the Kausambi Museum 
and another in the Gurukula University, Haidwar. 
The Banaras University has now taken over the 
Bharat Kala Bhawan Museum to be run under its 
auspices. Antiquities have been collected and a 
Museum formed in the University at Vallabh Vidva- 
na<*ar and in the Sagar University. The Delhi and 



3 



Gauhati Universities have now a Museum of An- 
thropology. In recent years the interest for archaeo- 
logical exploration and excavation has been on the 
increase among the Societies and the Universities 
and as a result some museums have sprung up as at 
Vaisali, Gaya and Tirupati. The Venkatesvara 
"Museum at Tirupati is almost a University one as 
well as a Temple Museum. The Museum of the Dec- 
can College of Post-Graduate Research at Poona and 
the Dharwar Kannada Research Society's Museum 
under the Karnataka University, have rich collections 
gathered by excavation and exploration. Similarly 
'gathered material is displayed at the Archaeological 
.Wiiieura of the Baroda University. 

A new type of Museum in a University is the Com- 
mercial Museum very recently started at Gauhati 
as it is the onlv instance of a Commercial Museum 
associated with a University in India. 

There is practically no college of importance in 
India without the different departments having 
museums of their own to promote the studv of diffe- 
rent scientific subjects; and there are museums for 
engineering and the different branches of medical 
science. The medical and engineering colleges have 
also developed museums of their own as an effective 
aid in the instruction of various subjects like patho- 
logy, hygiene, phvsiology and so on. 

Forest and Agricultural Museums 

There is a fine group of museums attached to the 
Torest College at Dehra Dun with separate branches 
for silviculture, timber, minor forest products and 
entomology. The building of museums of the Forest 
Research Institute and colleges at Dehra Dun is one 
of the best not only in India, but in Asia. Though 
the Forest School at Dehra Dun dates back to 1878. it 
was in 1014 that with the formation of the Forest Re- 
search Institute, increased activity in this direction 
brought forth the Museum of Forest Research. 

The Gass Forest Museum at Coimbatore was, 
however, formed earlier in 1902. through the efforts 
of Mr. H. A. Gass, who was able to see the new build- 
ing in before he retired from service, and whose 
valuable services are recognised in the name it bears. 

The Agricultural Museum devoted to agriculture 
and allied sciences was founded in 1909 as an adjunct 
to the Agricultural College and Research Institute 
at Coimbatore. This Museum contains samples of 
geological formation, agricultural implements, soils 
and manures, and other objects pertaining to agri- 
cultural zoology, botany, mycology, etc. 

Museum of Engineering 

The Museum of the College of Engineering at 
Guindy near Madras consists of several hundred fine 
models essential for the purpose of instruction to 
college students and has elaborate workshops fullv 
equipped to the best advantage of the nudents under- 
going training in different branches of Engineering. 
The recently started Engineering Museum at Delhi 
has several models to illustrate river projects and is 



meant to give an idea of the national development in 
our country in the sphere of irrigation and power. 

Medical Museums 

The Museum of Pathology of the Giant Medical 
College, Bombay is among the oldest museums in 
India and dates back to 1815 and has the oldest catal- 
ogue that is dated 1850. Museums lor each depart- 
ment oi medical science have been growing up in 
colleges all over the country, and here too in the 
Giant Medical College, the Pathology Museum came 
into being in 1903. The Pathology Museum of the 
Madias Medical College dates back to 1808, while 
the II\giene and Entomolog\ Museums came later in 
1928 and 1932 respectively.' The Medical College 
Pathology Museum in Calcutta has collections which 
date back to even 1823, though Dr. Allen Webb, was 
the first Curator of the Museum in about 1840. from 
which time further valuable additions weie made. 

The Stanley Medical College soon after its ci cation 
had a Museum ot Pathology attached to it even in 
1923, though the Museums of Anatomy, Hygiene and 
Pharmacology have taken shape very recently fiom 
1950 onwards. 

The Seth Govardhandas Sundcrdas Medical College 
Museums of Anatomy and Pathology in Bombay date 
from 1925 and 1926 respectively. The Museum of 
the Ladv Harclinge Medical College in Delhi dates 
back to 1917, though like the Anatomy, Hygiene and 
Pharmacology Museums of the Stanley Medical 
College Madras, the Museums of Anatomy, Pharma- 
cology, Pathology and Preventive Medicine of the 
Medical College of Baroda are of recent origin, hav- 
ing been formed in 1949. 

The Museum of the School of Tropical Medicine at 
Calcutta which started in 1921, has gradually built 
up its collections for aiding medical research and 
post-graduate teaching of medicine. It has a wide 
range of preserved biological specimens of different 
categories, dissected specimens of- infected animals 
and postmortem and antemortcm of the human body, 
plaster models representing tropical diseases, etc., 
which assist medical students and those engaged in 
research in a better understanding of the material. 

The Provincial Hy'giene Institute Museum at 
I.ucknow that was established in 1928. has several 
sections for Meteorology, Physics, Chemistry, Anato- 
my. Preventable Diseases, Water Supply. Air and 
Ventilation, Sewage and Drainage and Nutrition. 

Natural History Museums 

Just as several Historical Research Societies have 
been responsible for Historical and Aichaeological 
Museums. Natural Historv Societies have also actively 
fostered the growth of Natural Historv Sections of 
Museums and independent Natural Historv Muse- 
ums. The Natural Historv Section of the Prince of 
A Vales Museum at Bombay which has the finest dio- 
lamas to be seen in Indian museums, has been very 
assiduously helped and fostered bv the Bombay Natu- 
ral History Society. It shotdd be remembered thai 
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for the collections housed in the Natural History 
Section of this Museum, the Society raised about 
Rs. 23,000 from among their own members to which 
a special grant of Rs. 17,500 was added by Govern- 
ment for the Section when extensions to the building 
were created in 1938; and the new building is only 
a part of a larger scheme for the providing of addi- 
tional accommodation for the Natural History 
Section. 

Though the Natural History Museum of Darjee- 
ling was conceived even in 1902, it was only in 1923 
that with the formation of the Natural History So- 
ciety at Darjeeling proper care of the Museum and its 
building up was assured by the appointment of a 
competent Curator. It was owing to the untiring 
efforts of Mr. C. M. Inglis that the excellent standard 
of the Museum wa? attained and invited the high 
appreciation that Mr. Markham, the Empire Secre- 
tary of the Museums Association, recorded during his 
visit to it. 

Museums of Natural History have been started in 
colleges from as early a date as 1874 when the Zoology 
and Botany Museums at the Maharaja's College, 
Ernakulum were founded, and in 1885 the Museum of 
the Zoological Department came into existence in 
the Madras Christian College. Eleven years later, the 
Natural History Museum of Si. Joseph's College, 
Tiruchirapalli, came into existence. In the Central 
College. Bangalore, the Geological Museum came in- 
to being in 1898, though the Botanical and Zoologi- 
cal Museums started very much later, the one in 1921 
and the other in 1923. 

The Museum of Natural History of St. Xavier's 
College at Bombay was opened in 1918, ten years 
earlier than the Museum of the Indian Historical 
Research Institute, also associated with St. Xavier's 
College. As early as 1910, the Geology Museum of 
the Allahabad University came into being mainly 
through the efforts of Dr. W. H. Woodland and with 
the formation of the Department of Botany the 
Museum of Botany was established. These are to 
be distinguished from the Kausambi Museum of the 
Allahabad University, devoted to History and Archa- 
eology which came into being only recently in 1952. 

Science Museums 

The need for Science Museums with elaborate 
equipment and interesting and instructive material 
both for specialised studv and for popular enlighten- 
ment has been felt and such museums have been 
organised in several countries. A beginning has 
been made in this direction in India also bv starting 
a Science Museum in the National Physical Labora- 
tory at New Delhi, and gives everv promise of growth 
into a remarkable institution. Thanks to the muni- 
ficient gift of the Birla House for starting a similar 
one at Calcutta, a Museum of Technology is now in 
the making. 

Industrial Museums 

It should be remembered that very often museums 
have been started with the material collected in con- 



nection with the exhibitions from lime to time, re- 
tained on a permanent basis to form the nucleus of 
such institutions. Arts and Crafts sections and ob- 
jects of industrial value have had a conspicuous 
place among such exhibits. There have been cases 
also of Museums developing purely as industrial ones. 
The Lord Reay Maharashtra Industrial Museum at 
Poona, which dates back to 1888, was born out of an 
exhibition of Indian arts and manufactures held in 
Poona and has grown into an admirable museum of 
its kind. 

Another, the Bihar Commercial Museum started 
in 1936, originally as a private institution, was till 
recently slowly being built up and owes much to 
Mr. P. K. Sengupta. It has now ceased to function. 
Soon after the Second World War a Commercial 
Museum on a large scale was brought into being at 
Calcutta and the West Bangal Government is now 
developing it into a large institution. Among the 
several museums that sprang up on the occasion of 
the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria is one, the 
Victoria Technical Institute at Madras, which is a 
flourishing Industrial Museum. Similarly in 1927 
came into being at Trivandrum the Sri Moolem 
Sashtiabdapurti Memorial Institute to commemo- 
rate the 60th birthday of the then ruler of Travan- 
core, which is a fine Industrial Museum laying special 
stress on ivory and wood carving in addition to vari- 
ous other, crafts. 

A remarkable museum of recent origin is the 
Calico Museum of Textiles established in 1949 at 
Ahmedabad by Mr. Gautama Sarabhai. In an attrac- 
tive building with excellent display of the material 
shown, the stress here is on modern design in Indian 
textiles. The studv is made most interesting by the 
presentation of a visual picture of the economic and 
technological conditions in India today and the 
possibilities of handicraft and machine loom. Raw 
material like cotton, linen, wool, silk, nylon and the 
process of spinning and weaving are all presented in 
the most attractive manner by representing stages of 
evolution in the method from that adopted by the 
primitive man to the latest mode of spinning and 
weaving and the machine loom. 

Children's Museums 

Museums exclusively devoted to the elucidation of 
scientific principles, problems of Natural History, 
laws of motion, gravitation, growth and decay of life, 
arts and crafts, history and culture in a simple but 
effective way by means of models, charts, are now 
coming up. The Amreli Children's Museum is the 
creation of Mr. P. G. Mehta who has devoted him- 
self to it. In 1957 was established the Motilal Nehru 
Bal Sangrahalaya at Lucknow through the efforts of 
Mr. C. B. Gupta. Recently the foundation stone 
was laid for a Children's Museum as an annexe of 
the Madras Government Museum. A good children's 
Museum with a fine Dolls Section from the collection 
of Mr. Shankar Pillai in addition to galleries devoted 
to other sections, is now being started at Delhi. 
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Temple Museums 

Another important phase in the growth of 
museums, specially in the South, is the springing up 
of small, but interesting museums in the larger tem- 
ples. The Indian temple Jias always been a gieat 
institution for the cultural, economic, social and edu- 
cational in addition to the religious needs of the local 
lolk and has acted as more or less a museum. It is 
in the fitness of things that such museums should 
have sprung up. Of these temple museums, men- 
tion must be made of the Rajaraja Museum in the 
Brihadisvara temple at Tanjore, which has renewed 
itself in the recently formed Gallery of Ait in the 
Sarasvati Mahal Palace; the Museum of the Srirangam 
temple and that of the Minakshisundaresvara temple, 
the temple of Madurai, the first containing a remark- 
able collection of sculpture in stone and metal and 
the next a collection of splendid ivories. One of 
the finest of the temple museums greatly built up 
with the co-operation of the Sri Venkatesvara Uni- 
versity at Tirupati is the Sri Venkatesvara Museum 
with a good collection of sculptures and inscriptions. 

^ x Archaeological Museums' Growth Fostered by 
Archaeological Survey 

In the earliest stages of the museum movement 
the nucleus of collections have mostly been geologi- 
cal or biological. It is with this material that the 
principal museums of India started functioning. But 
with the formation of the Archaeological Survey of 
Northern India by Lord Canning and the appoint- 
ment of General Cunningham as the Archaeological 
Surveyor, the place of archeology in museums came 
to be felt, lo the indefatigable work of General 
Cunningham, the museums owe the rich collection 
in which they take pride today. Fiom the begin- 
ning of this century and with the new lease of life 
given to the Archaeological Department by Sir John 
Marshall and Lord Curzon, the Archaeological Sec- 
tions in museums and separate museums of archaeo- 
logy developed as institutions compelling attention. 
The personal interest and enthusiasm of Lord 
Curzon in understanding and preserving the glorious 
past of India by maintaining monuments and start- 
ing museums, as also the sympathetic help of Sir 
John Marshall, accounts for several archaeological 
Museums, as already noted above. With equal 
anxiety lor the proper emphasis on museum deve- 
lopment in the Depaitment, Sir Mortimer Wheeler 
constituted a Museums Branch in 1945. The forma- 
tion of the National Museum of India at Delhi in 
1919 opened up new vistas. 

At the beginning it was the enthusiasm of indi- 
viduals like Colonel Colin Mackenzie and other 
members of the societies, like the Asiatic Society, 
that gave rise to the different museums that have 
enriched their collections by frequent donations. 
Long before the Archaeological Survey was consti- 
tuted, General Cunningham had himself donated as 
early as 1935-3(3 a large collection of Buddha images 
of the Gupta period from Sarnath. The lively sculp- 
tures of the Asiatic Society's collection, now in the 



Indian Museum, were presented by the Hon'ble G.F. 
Edmondston, who was then a Lieut. Governor. The 
line sculptures from Java which form a unique collec- 
tion in the Indian Museum weie presented by mem- 
bers of the Asiatic Society from time to time, thanks 
to the connections that Britain had with Java for a 
brief spell of time. But the Indian Museum had 
become established by the time Sir Alexander Cunnin- 
gham, the then Director-General of Archaeology, 
presented several Gandhara sculptures, antiquities 
from Bodh-Gaya, and more important than all, the 
Bharhut rail and gateway, which form as it were, 
the most valuable treasure in the Indian Museum. 
Cunningham did not stop with the presentation of 
the antiquities, but with j.D.M. Beglar, he took great 
interest m the arrangement of the material in the 
Museum. As Dr. Anderson himself acknowledges, 
his is the division of the Archaeological Section into 
four galleries— the Asokan, Indo-Scythian, Gupta 
and Mohammadan 'with inscriptions— a division 
which has been continued with necesary modifica- 
tions during several decades. 

How thankful should we be to Gen. Alexander 
Cunningham, who not only discoveied the luins of 
the Bharhut stupa in 1873, but took up and saved 
them from vandalism by removing them to the 
Indian Museum. A couple of years later, it was 
Cunningham who requested the Raja of Nagod, in 
whose territory stood Bharhut, to present ihe sculp- 
tures to the Government. At the lisk of being criti- 
cised as a "Vandal" [Professor Childers wrote; "I hear 
of a proposal to remove them from Bharhut. The 
scheme carried with it a certain aioma of vandalism 
(fancy carting away stonehenge)"J, he carried away 
a portion of the rail and gateway which are almost 
the only remains now of that magnificent stupa and 
gateway barring the small collection now in the 
Allahabad Museum. We cannot but recall with re- 
gret that of whatever was left behind, every stone 
that was lemovable was "carted'' away by people for 
building purposes. 

This surely brings to mind what Colonel Colin 
Mackenzie did for India in saving what he could of 
the remains of the Amaravati stupa, which he dis- 
covered in 1797, and except those tliat he sent to the 
Asiatic Society and to Masulipatam, all the marbles 
that were exposed, were burnt into lime by the villa- 
gers, also tor building purposes. One of the greatest 
monuments, the Amaravati stupa, was thus almost 
nearly destroyed except for the portions of the rail 
and carvings which form a priceless treasure of trie 
Madras and the British Museums. 

The Madras Museum was fortunate in getting a 
fine collection ot Gandhara sculptures in the eight- 
ies of the last century, thanks to the generosity of 
Major H. H. Cole. But alas; what might have been 
the second-best collec tion ot Gandhara sculptures in 
an Indian museum, was returned hastily by Dr. 
Thurston who reversed the policy of his predecessor 
by narrowing the museum down to strict provincial 
limits. The collection made by Bidie's elforts was 
scattered or stored away. 



Thanks to the eftorts of Dr. D. B. Spooner, the 
Peshawar Museum was greatly enriched by the 
wealth o£ sculpture he unearthed at Sahri Bahlol, 
Takht-i Bahi, Shahji-ki-dheri and other places. The 
result of one of the most brilliant discoveries in this 
area, the relic casket oi Kanishka, iorms a most valued 
treasuie of the Peshawar Museum, where it was depo- 
sited. It Cunningham's effort') laid the foundation 
of the Gandhara collection in the Indian Museum at 
Calcutta and the Museum at Lahore, it is the excava- 
tion of Sir John Marshall in the frontier region that 
accounts for the enormous growth that makes the 
Indian Museum collection ot Gandhaia sculpture 
the best in India todav. 

The Prince ot Wales Museum ot Bombay is the 
most fortunate amongst Indian museums in teceiv- 
ing' liberal presentations ot collections from private 
donors like Sir Ratan and Sir Dorab Tata and 5lr 
Akbar Hydari. The excellent Natural History Sec- 
tion ot this Museum, as already described, owes 
much to the Bombay Natural History Society. 

From the outset Sir John Marshall felt that the 
officers ot the Archaeological Department should 
work in close cooperation with the various museums 
in the provinces and States. It is this policy that 
accounts tor the Atchaeological Sections made by the 
Superintendents of the different Circles on behalf 
ot the Piovincial Museums. 'Ihe Iron Age anti- 
quities trom Adittanallur and Perumbair and 
several Buddhist sculptures and antiquities from 
Amara\ati and other places including the Amaravati 
bron/es were excavated by Mr. Rea, the Superinten- 
dent ol the Southern Circle and are now in the 
Madias Museum. The most important sculptures in 
the Jaina Section in the same Museum, those from 
Dana\ ulapadu, are also heie by the effoits ot the 
Archaeological Suivey. The Madras Museum collec- 
tion ot topper plates, the laigest in the wot Id like 
that of its bron/es, has been helped in its growth 
by Collectors and Judges, as many of these were 
deposited by the owners in courts in the hope that 
their claim tor landed property would be answered 
effectively in those dilhcult-to-read charts which seem- 
ed to carry news of ancestral rights (as the owners 
fondh believed) and which finally y ielcliiig no 
fruit, were left by them in apathy and sent over to 
the Museum as unclaimed propeity. The Epigra- 
phical Branch of the Archaeological Department 
has also helped the collections of copper plates in the 
museums. The archaeological collection of the Prince 
ot Wales Museum at Bombay has been enriched by 
the efforts of the Superintendent of the Western 
Circle. Fine sculptures trom Aihole and Elephanta 
are among the tieasures in this Museum. 

The interest and enthusiasm of Dr. J. Ph. Vogel 
is in no small measure responsible for the stimulus to 
the museum movement in India when he acted as 
Director-General in about 1911-12. In July 1911 Dr. 
Vogel presented an account of the 39 then existing 
museums of India at the Conference of Orientalists 
including the Museums Conference. The Chamba 
Museum owes its existence to him and the collection 



in the Mathura Museum, so rapidly built up by Rai 
Bahadur Radha Krishan, was due to the keen encou- 
ragement and subsidies made available by Dr. Vogel. 
The Museums at Lucknow and Delhi and the Indian 
Museum at Calcutta equally enjoyed his kindly irr- 
terc^t. A b Chairman ot the Museums Conference 
that \ear, he reviewed the Museum administration 
with sunuathy. 

The association of the Archaeological Superinten- 
dents with the administration of the sections pertain- 
ing to aichaeology in the Provincial Museums all 
over the country accounts for the prompt acquisition 
ot Treasure Trove finds of sculptures, bronzes and 
coins. At Madras, till an Archaeological Assistant 
was appointed to the Museum, the Circle Superinten- 
dent was an honorary officer to help the Museum in 
archaeological matters. Similarly, the Superinten- 
dent ot the Frontier Circle was the honoray curator 
of the Peshawar Museum. The Archaeological Sup- 
erintendent ot the W estern Circle still acts as the 
honorary curator ot the Peshawar Museum. The 
Archaeological Superintendent of the Western Circle 
still acts as the honorary curator of the Bijapur Muse- 
um. In addition, the Superintendents of the Archae- 
ological Suney, have been on committees of the seve- 
ral niiheums in India. 

It is not only by advice and help, but also by 
liberal giants that the Archaeological Department 
has helped the growth ot Museum collections as at 
Mathura, Madias, Lucknow and other places. 

Mateiial fiom inteiestiug sites has been freely 
distributed among the museums by the Archaeologi- 
cal Survey. Thus the Mohenjo-daro collections are 
found in almost all the Principal museums in India. 
Loan collections from the Archaeological Depart- 
ment are lound in the principal museums; such a 
one is the rich Pearse collection of gems and coins 
in the Indian Museum. Other loan collections are 
those "in the Madras Museum, the Patna Museum 
and the Prince of Wales Museum at Bombay. The 
material excavated at various sites was generously 
made available to museums in the localities. Thus, 
the Patna Museum was enriched by the finds at 
Basai h and Pataliputia as well as by the Kurkihar 
bron/es; the Lucknow Museum by the antiquities 
from excavations at Bhita, Saheth Maheth, Sankisa; 
the Museum at Quetta by the material excavated at 
Nal, though the last however, after the earthquake 
disaster ot 1931, was transferred to the Indian 
Museum. 

Not only directly by creating, but even indirectly 
by encouragement, the building up of museums 
was pushed forward by the friendly policy of the 
Archaeological Department. The State Museums 
like those at Hyderabad, Gwalior, Baripada, Ajmer, 
Khajuraho, Khiching and Sanchi, all owe their debt , 
of gratitude to the Department. Even for the 
arrangement of the material in the museums, the 
help of officers of the Department was available, as 
for instance of Mr. Rama Prasad Chanda at Mathu- 
ra. Khiching and Baripada. 
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Art Galleries 

1 hough archeaological museums have been 
;i cdied in India at a lapid pate in large numbers, 
ail gallflies have not risen quickly. In Fact, though 
seveial ot the larger museums have an Art Section, 
wherein collection oi pictures mainly of the Rajas- 
than, Mughal and Deccani schools are exhibited, 
a comprehensive picture ot the history ot painting 
in its phases ol de\elopment has not been presented 
except in two or thiee museums. The art section of 
the Prince ot Wales Museum, which is very rich, 
lays collect emphasis both on Indian and European 
painting. Not only is there a fine collection of the 
European masters— both medieval and modern, but 
there is also a fine collection of copies of Ajanta 
paintings ami the various phases of medieval art 
attractively displayed. 

Thanks to the munificence ot that enlightened 
Maharaja Sayaji Rao of Baroda, one of the finest Art 
Galleries in India has been built up at Baroda 
where the European and Indian schools have been 
described in detail by Dr. Goetz in his hand-book to 
the collections. In Trivandrum, thanks to the 
munificence of the Maharaja and the enthusiasm 
of Dr. James Cousins, there is not only a complete 
survey of painting, both of India and Europe, but 
also galleiies devoted to Chinese and Japanese 
painting and art from even Greater India (Indo- 
nesia). This is one ot the richest Art Galleries in 
India. 

Similarly, at Mysore there is an Art Gallery dis- 
playing mostly pictures of modern Indian masters. 
Excellent copies of ancient frescoes from Ajanta and 
Bagh are preserved in the Gwalior Museum and in 
Hyderabad there is a separate wing of the Museum 
devoted entirely to a fine series of copies of frescoes 
from Ajanta and Ellora. There is a fine collection 
of European paintings in the Salar Jung Museum at 
Hyderabad. 

Though the Madras Museum has been lot long 
desirous of building up an Art Gallery it has been 
- possible to realise its dream only recently and in the 
line building of the Victoria Technical Institute, 
which has been made available to this National Art 
Gallery an adjunct to the Madras Government 
Museum has been opened showing every phase of 
Indian art, specially South Indian. There is a 
section in this for paintings— both ancient, medi- 
eval and modern and one for select specimens of 
metal images and also for folk-art. 

The National Gallety of Modren Art at New 
Delhi is a Museum devoted entirely to the modern 
phase of Indian art as the scope for its collections. 
The National Museum has a rich collection of pain- 
tings of. the Mughal and Rajasthani schools and is 
now building up a collection of copies of ancient 
frescoes portraying the different phases of art from 
earliest paintings at Ajanta to the late medieval 
ones of the Vijayanagar period to make the story of 
Indian painting complete in its galleries. 



Museum buildings 

The museums that have been the last to spiing 
up have had better facilities in the mailer ot their 
buildings; the earliet ones have been at a disad- 
vantage, having been housed in buildings quite 
antiquated and unsuitable judged by modern 
museum standards. Any large building easily avail- 
able has been considered fit lor housing a museum, 
and this has otten gieatly jeopardized an effective 
display ot even the best material. The Lucknow 
Museum is an example in point and the detect is 
aggravated by the location of the Museum in two 
different buildings sepal ated by some distance. For 
some museums, which were the latest to be created 
and aie consequently getting new buildings, it is 
indeed gratifying to note that fine new museum 
buildings amply compensate lor the lew yeais of 
cramped existence in rapidly available old build- 
ings. The Municipal Museum at Allahabad has 
now an excellent well-planned building to leplate 
its dark old rooms in a vung of the Municipal build- 
ing. The new building ol the Bhaiat Kala Bhavau 
Museum in the Banaias Hindu University, which 
has just been completed, is anoiher line stiuctuie. 
An excellent building has recently been completed 
for the occupation oi the museum at Raipur, where 
it has just staited a new lite. 1 he Mathiua Museum, 
which was originailv started in an unsuitable 
building, is now in a well-planned structure with 
ample scope tor futtue expansion. t he Bombay 
Museum has been very fortunate in its building. 
The Madras Museum, well-laid out on spacious 
grounds, has its finest block in the latest la;, -out for 
the Archaeological Galleries. An ex. client building 
for a Museum has been planned and constructed 
in Ahmedabad for the recently started Museum 
which is styled 'Culture Centie'. 

This planning for museum building is most 
essential and without well-lit suitable galleries even 
the best material cannot be effectively presented. 
Again, museums that have staited their existence 
in crouded centres without allowing sufficient space 
around lor their expansion cannot escape getting 
cramped. A museum is primarily a growing insti- 
tution and requires ample facilities for growth. The 
Indian Museum for example, which is the finest in 
the East, has unfortunately not only an old inade- 
quate building, but also lacks the space around it 
tor further growth. 

In a properly constructed museum, there should 
be a suitable laboiatory for the chemical treatment 
of the museum material in addition to the usual 
galleries, working rooms lot the stall and storage 
space for reserve collections. Ideal provision for 
this has been made in the Madras Museum, where, 
in addition, the Museum Library that has develop- 
ed into a large public one, still greatly benefits 
museum reseat ch. 

Display 

The tendency on the part ol most of those in 
charge of museums is to exhibit as much of their 
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material as they possibly can. This is just what 
should be avoided. We should display only as much 
as can eltectivelv present to the visitor the story of the 
theme sought to be explained. There should be 
ample storage space lor arranging reserve collections 
and extra mateiial ior stud). T his should be as 
well ai Kinged as possible in the galleries and should 
be as easily and conveniently available for a student 
01 scholar as the material in the galleries. 

Labels 

The labels must be short, lucid and to the point. 
It should be remembered that the \isitor has very 
little time and patience. Within the time, interest 
in the object must be created. When he leaves the 
museum he should have learnt something worth- 
while. Though the major museums have labels 
in more than one Indian language besides English, 
there are several others which lequire to be so labe- 
lled. It should be lemembered that the label means 
ever so much to the visitor to a Museum. 

Policy of Presentation and Exchange 

In the eail) davs ol the museum movement, estab- 
lished museums like those at Calcutta, Madias, 
Lucknow and so forth, used freely to present mate- 
rial to sister institutions that were being started and 
the Piince of Wales Museum at Bombay is amongst 
those that have benefited by presentations. The 
essential policy of museums should be one oi a 
bioad spirit for encouraging piesentation and ex- 
changes amongst sister institutions, allowing a free 
How ot material and it is clear that this spirit is 
gaining ground among the different museums of 
India today, as material from other museums is 
welcomed tor presenting a mote complete picture 
ot India's wealth in different fields. 

For the proper dissemination of the history and 
cultuie of the countiy it is not enough if there is a 
single museum at am spot containing all the phases 
ol its natural and cultuial wealth. There should 
be as many as possible with sufficient material foi 
presenting a bird's eve view ot Indian art and cul- 
tuie and lesources as a whole. It is in the Madias 
Museum where originally Tluiiston restricted the 
scope and returned the Gandhaia sculptuies in its 
collection to the province ot its oiigin, that yeais 
later Dr. Gravely, the greatest museologist of India, 
with a very wide and liberal outlook, arranged for 
presenting even phase of Indian ait in the new- 
archaeological extension. In this the coopeiation ot 
the Archaeological Suivey and seveial museums in 
India was sought and leadilv obtained. 

School Service 

The best school services are jnovided probably at 
the Madias Museum. This is a museum where 
school childien bv lrequent visits with their teachers 
can gather first-hand knowledge ot several things 
that they may have lead in books. University stu- 
dents, specially those of the post-graduate course, 
can make the best use of the material in a museum. 



It u impossible for students of art, iconography and 
numismatics to dispense with the study of the 
material in the museums. In this respect, the 
Archaeological Section of the Indian Museum is a 
great souice of inspiration to the students and pro- 
lessors of several Universities and specially that of 
Calcutta. Students ot science and natural history 
benefit in the same manner by visits to the museum. 
The type collections in the Indian Museum at Cal- 
cutta and the Madras Museum in their Zoology Sec- 
tions are indeed most valuable for their study. This 
is so too in the Botanical and Geological Galleries in 
these Museums. Concrete examples present a vivid 
picture ot what is learnt by way of theory in text- 
books and it is just because ot this that several col- 
leges have developed their own museums to aid 
study and research in science. 

Research and Publications 

Besides school services, it should be the endeavour 
ot every museum to devote attention to research and 
publication, as this is one of the best media by 
which museums can get in touch by exchange with 
other sister institutions in the world for their mutual 
benefit. It is due to the indefatigable work of Dr. 
Gravely that the Madras Museum has the lead today 
ol all other Indian museums in the matter of research 
publications. Thanks to the efforts of Dr. H. Goetz, 
the liaioda Museum and Picture Gallery has a bul- 
letin ot its own, which has regularly published 
interesting papers on the material in the museum and 
letently a hand-book ot its collections. It is indeed 
most heartening that the Prince of Wales Museum 
at Bombay has started a bulletin of its own recently, 
t he Indian Museum, which has had several publi- 
cations to its credit in the past, has recently revived 
its publication activity. Though in the Indian 
Museum the earliest publications pertaining to the 
difierent sections were issued by the Museum itself, 
as tor instance, the Catalogue ot Mammals by Dr. 
Anderson, on coins by J. C. Rodgers, V. Smith, 
Nelson Wiight and Allan, most of the books and 
pamphlets including the records and memoirs of the 
Indian Museum are publications by the Geological, 
Zoological and other Surveys. The two volumes of 
"Guide to the Archaeological Section" like several 
other publications dealing with the material in the 
Archaeological Section of the Indian Museum, are 
publications by the Archaeological Survey. 

In this respect it should be remembered that in 
the preparation ot the catalogue, guide books and 
other publications, the Archaeological Survey has 
helped considerably in the exposition of museum 
material. The Amaravati sculptures in the Madras 
Museum have their first descriptive account in the 
monograph by Dr. Burgess, who first wrote on the 
Bharhut collection. A descriptive list of Buddhist 
sculptuies at the Lahore Museum was first prepared 
bv Dr. D. B. Spooner and later revised by Mr. 
Hargrcaves. Dr. Vogel at the request of the Col- 
lector of Mathura prepared a catalogue of the 
Museum. It was Dr. Vogel again, who not only sup- 
plied valuable material collected during his explora- 
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tion in the Chamba State and helped the founda- 
tion of the Museum, but also wrote a detailed 
catalogue. "Buddha's Story in Stone" by Hargreaves 
discusses selected Gandhara sculptures in the Lahore 
Museum. Mr. V. Natesa Aiyar wrote a descriptive 
list of antiquities in the Archaeological Section in 
the Nagpur Museum. A memoir by Dr. Hiranand 
Shastri "Some recently Added Sculptures" discusses 
additions to the collections of the Lucknow Museum. 
Sir John Marshall not only did so much at Sanchi 
for several years, but also arranged for the writing 
of a catalogue ol the antiquities in the local Museum. 

Tl'l>«., ..(V^„ ini/l \ ^l iW ^ J c 



Dharwar and the Deccan College Post-Graduate and 
Research Institute, Poona, that have done the utmost 
by the publication of very useful monographs. 

Popular Educational Activities in Museums 

Cheap picture postcards, guides and pamphlets are 
of particular value to the public. Picture postcards 
ol the Madras Museum and Ajanta Caves printed in 
photogravure are the bast in India. But it cannot 
be denied that there are several museums that have 
their own sets of picture postcards and even one 
ol comparatively recent origin like the Asutosh 



